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There’s a question that comes up often: Do we
have to tithe under the New Testament? After all,
tithing—giving ten percent of our income to God’s
work in the Church-~was a clear regulation in the
Old Testament. But we live under Christ in the New
Testament, not under Moses. So does this still
apply to us today?

Let's start with an analogy. We might approach this
question the same way we'd ask whether we still
have to keep the Third Commandment. That
commandment, given in Exodus 20:8-11, says:

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days you shall labor, and do
all your work, but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it
you shall not do any work, you, or your
son, or your daughter, your male
servant, or your female servant, or your
livestock, or the sojourner who is within
your gates. For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that is in them, and rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and made it
holy.”

Volume 5 Issue 11 November 2025

A Lutheran Look at Giving and Grace

Do we still have to stop working from sunset on
Friday to sunset on Saturday? Of course not! That
commandment, like much of the ceremonial law,
was part of Israel’s preparation for the coming of
Christ. The Sabbath rest pointed forward to the true
rest that we now have in Jesus. As the writer to the
Hebrews says, “So then, there remains a Sabbath
rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered
God'’s rest has also rested from his works as God
did from His” (Hebrews 4:9-10).

When Jesus rested in the tomb on Holy Saturday
after finishing the work of our salvation, He fulfilled
the Old Testament Sabbath. Because of that, St.
Paul can write, “Let no one pass judgment on you
in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a
shadow of the things fo come, but the subsfance
belongs to Christ” (Colossians 2:16—17).

Christ is the substance—the reality—that the
Sabbath shadowed. Therefore, we are no longer
bound by the Old Testament's ceremonial
command to cease work on the seventh day.

And yet, the Third Commandment remains in our
catechism. Martin Luther's Small Catechism still
teaches: “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it



holy.” Why? Because while the /etter of the law (the
specific Old Testament regulations) has passed
away, the spirit of the law remains. God still desires
that His people find rest in Him. Luther's
explanation gets to the heart of it:

“We should fear and love God so that
we do not despise preaching and His
Word, but hold it sacred and gladly
hear and learn it.”

The Sabbath commandment, then, points us not to
a day on the calendar but to the gift of God's Word
and worship. We honor this commandment
whenever we gather with God’s people fo receive
His Word and Sacrament with gladness. The
external regulation has been fulfilled in Christ, but
the inner purpose—to give rest and refreshment to
our souls through His Word—remains.

Now, apply that same pattern to the question of
fithing.

The Old Testament law contained specific and
detailed instructions about giving a tenth (a “tithe”)
of crops, livestock, and income. These tithes
supported the Levites, the Temple service, and the
care of the poor (see Leviticus 27:30-32; Numbers
18:21-24; Deuteronomy 14:22-29). It was an act of
worship, a way of acknowledging that everything
came from the Lord and belonged to Him.

But those Old Testament regulations also pointed
forward to something greater. The tithe was a
symbolic fraction—ten percent representing the
whole. In that sense, it pointed to Christ, who
represents the fullness of humanity though He is
one Man. The tithe reminded God'’s people that alf
they had was God’s, and that their giving was a
joyful participation in His generosity.

So, are we bound to those same legal requirements
today? No. Just as we no longer bring sacrifices to
the Temple, we no [onger have fo calculate tithes
according to Mosalc law. But just as the fulfillment
of the Sabbath doesn’'t make weekly worship
obsolete, so the fulfillment of the tithe doesn’t make
Christian giving optional or unimportant.

The New Testament gives us clear and gracious
guidance on giving. In 7 Corinthians 16:2, St. Paul
writes,

“On the first day of every week, each of
you is to put something aside and store
it up, as he may prosper.”

Notice the pattern: giving is regular (“on the first
day of the week”), infentional (“put something
aside”), and proportional (“as he may prosper”).

In 2 Corinthians 8:7, Paul encourages the
believers,

“But as you excel in everything—in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all
earnestness, and in our love for
you—see that you excel in this act of
grace also.”

Christian giving, Paul says, is not a burden but a
grace—a fruit of faith. it's a way in which God's
mercy overflows through us. Then he adds in 2
Corinthians 9:6-8,

“The point is this: whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one must give as he
has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulision, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make
all grace abound to you, so that having
all sufficiency in all things at all times,
you may abound in every good work.”

Here's the heart of New Testament stewardship:
not compulsion, but cheerful, generous giving
flowing from a heart set free by the Gospel.

We are not told to give exactly ten percent—but the
tithe remains a good and godly benchmark. If Old
Testament believers, living before Christ, gave ten
percent as a sign of faith, how much more might
we, who have received the fullness of God'’s grace
in Christ, desire to give? The tithe becomes not a
ceiling but a floor—a starting point for generosity
shaped by the cross.

Think again of how the Third Commandment was
fulfilled. We no longer rest one day a week as a



law, but we still find our rest in Christ through Word
and Sacrament. Likewise, we are not bound to tithe
as a legal requirement, but we still joyfully support
Christ's Church with our offerings. In both cases,
the shadow gives way to the substance—and that
substance is Christ, who has redeemed us from the
curse of the law to live in the freedom of His grace
(Galatians 3:13).

Ultimately, stewardship isn’t about numbers—it's
about hearts. Jesus said, “Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). The
way we handle the gifts God gives—our time,
talents, and treasure—reflects what we believe
about Him. When we give joyfully, regularly, and
generously, we confess that everything we have
belongs to the Lord who gave His life for us.

The Gospel moves us from “Do | have to?”to “How
can | not?” When we see how abundantly God has
blessed us—how He daily and richly provides for all
our needs, how He forgives our sins freely in
Christ—we are moved to respond with thankful
hearts.

Our giving becomes an act of worship, just as our
singing, praying, and serving are. It's a way of
saying, “Lord, all that | am and all that | have is
Yours.” As Romans 12:1 puts it,

“| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by
the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship.”

So, do we have to tithe? No—we get fo give.

And as we do, we live out the freedom and joy that
Christ has won for us, showing the world the mercy
of the God who first gave everything for us.

(This article is adapted from an article on the
LCMS.org website on stewardship)
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Thank you so much to
everyone who helped make

- the Fall Rally a great success!

[t was an amazing time of food,
fellowship, speakers, service, and
so much more!

ROOTED & READY
Colossians 2:6-7



Sils Crusader Sechiool News - Vovember 2025

October brought beautiful weather, and our students have enjoyed every bit of it! Teachers try to get
the students outside for recess every day that the weather cooperates, and our PE teacher Greta
Verthein also has the students outside as often as she can.

On Wednesday Oct 1st our 5th thru 8th grade students traveled to Woodlawn Cemetery in Winona to
listen to stories from the past.

Thursday Oct 2 thru Saturday Oct 4th our teachers travelled to St Louis, MO to participate in the
Lutheran Education Association Convocation. The LEA Convocation reflects the mission of our
professional organization: Lutheran Education Association links, equips, and affirms educators and
workers in ministry for the purpose of building up the body of Christ.

On Saturday Oct 11 our soccer team won the conference
championship. We are proud of our students and coaches
for this wonderful accomplishment!

And of course, as soon as soccer season completed,
we started our volleyball season. Here is the
schedule for anyone wanting to come out and cheer
on our Crusaders!

Volleyball

Oct 24 Silo at Wykoff

Oct 28 Silo at Plainview

Oct 30 RCLS at Silo

Nov 3 Silo at Resurrection

Nov 7 Lake City at Silo ‘

Nov 15 Conference Tournament at RCLS/Resurrection R %
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Our staff and students are working on the Veteran’s Day program. Please stay tuned for upcoming
information.

A reminder that Chapel is every Wednesday at 8:20am. All are welcome, but we now lock the doors
to the church once Chapel has started. Just ring the doorbell to the school and you will be let in.

Our first quarter ends Thursday Oct 30, there will be no school Friday Oct 31.

Bringing Christ to the Children and the Children to Christ.



Prizes for the best dressed and more!

Immanuel Silo -22591 Cot
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12 at Shepherd of the Hills, Onalaska, WI

26 at Immanuel, Plainview

10 at Messmh La Crescent
24 at St. John, Hart

20 at St. Martin’s, Winona
27 at St. Martin’s, Winona

6 at Immanuel Silo - Operetta
13 at St. Martin’s, Winona
20 at St. Martin’s, Winona
27 at St. Martin’s, Winona
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HOPE LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

Accredited School . il

G eNroLLINGNOW I
= God's Word Taught Daily.

507-474-7799
winona, MN_..~

Dine in,
Carry-out,
& Curbside
Pick up Available

per plate at the door

presdle @ Restored
Blessings or
designated sites

Fhaak goa 14 800 s gstiar

RESTORED BLESSINGS

STORE
RISTIAN RESALE
o \INONA, M

Meal Includes:

Battered or Baked Fish
or Chicken Strips

Baked Potato or French Fries
Coleslaw
Dinner Roll

Dessert

Extra fish $3 a piece



HOPE HOPE LU” ’HERAN

SATURDAY,

HIGH SCHOOL

NOVEMIER 'IS 2025

Doors open at 5 30pm

Proceeds from the Auction go toward offsetting expenses
and expanding the program at Hope LHS to allow Hope

to continue to offer a

n affordable, exeptional educational

opportunity to area students in a Christian environment.

. , - $20in advance
Signature’s Event Center ~ at Restored Blessings

22852 County Rd 17, Winona  $25 at the door

Admlssmn mcludes' Bid number, auctlon booklet
drmk tlcket hors d’oeuvres, cash bar




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:15 & 10:30 8:20am Chapel -
Communion 4:30pm Volleyball 2nd Grade sings
9:30 Sunday School |at Resurrection
. s 4:30 Volleyball
Paylight savings time ends | 2, New Member 6pm LWML against Lake City
Class

9 10 1 12 13 14 15
8:15 & 10:30 Veteran’s Day 8:20am Chapel - 9am Circuit Volleyball
Communion Kindergarten & 1st |Pastors Tournaments

Parent Teacher

9:30 Sunday School Grade sing
Conferences
7pm New Member Parent Teacher Parent Teacher . .
Class 6pm Elders Mtg Conferences Conferences Pastor on vacation |Pastor on vacation
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:15 & 10:30 8:20am Chapel -
Communion Preschool sings
9:30 Sunday School 6pm School
Board Mtg 7pm Om..:_.n:
Pastor on vacation Pastor on vacation Council
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:15 & 10:30 8:20am Chapel |No School 10am Thanksgiving |No School

Communion
9:30 Sunday School

7pm Voter’s Mig

Scroll items due

7th/8th Grade
Sing

Service

30

1st Sunday of Advent
8:15 & 10:30
Communion

9:30 Sunday School







